
SPRING PLANTING KIT 
Pick up on Saturday, May 2 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM at the People for Pollinators meadow. Park in the lot of 

the Smith Building at the Lincoln Public Schools, Ballfield Road, Lincoln, MA.  
 

All the plants in each kit – spring and summer -- are also available “a la carte.” Plants from the kits do not need to be 
planted together, although it is helpful to plant same species together to facilitate pollination. 

 
Pussy Willow* (Salix discolor): 2 plants, 1-gal container. This pollinator powerhouse prefers sun to part 

shade and average to wet conditions.  The male plants produce the soft, fuzzy catkins most are familiar 

with, and provide both nectar and pollen (females only provide nectar).  These shrubs can grow 5-15 ft 

and spread 4-8 ft and they support a wide variety of native insects.    

Virginia Rose (Rosa virginiana): 2 plants, 1-gal container.  Drought tolerant, disease-resistant species.  

Grows to a height of 2-4 ft and spreads 3-6 ft.  Can grow in sun to part shade and average to dry soil.  

Blooms and produces pollen and fruit in summer and has beautiful fall foliage.  Supports a wide variety of 

pollinators including butterflies and bumblebees.   

Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium): 2 plants, 1-gal container. White blooms in spring provide 

nectar in May and June, edible berries, and fall foliage.  Can grow in sun to part shade and average to dry 

soil.  Host plant for the Brown Elfin butterfly.  Grows 1-2 ft and spread is 1-3 ft.   

 

Cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon): 1 plant, 1-gal container. Need wet soil and sunny conditions and can 

grow to a height of 1-3 ft and spread 1.5-2 ft.  These bloom and produce fruit in summer and have fall 

foliage.   

 

Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle (Diervilla lonicera): 1 plant, 1-gal container. These long blooming bushes are 

rugged and their nectar (June-August) attracts butterflies and hummingbirds. They also provide fall 

foliage.  They require sun to part shade, and average to dry soil.  They grow to a height of 2-4 ft and 

spread 2-5 ft.   

Carolina Rose (Rosa carolina): 1 plant, 1-gal container. These easy to grow roses stay low and are well 

suited for borders and naturalizing.  They prefer sun to part shade and average to wet soil.  They bloom 

and provide pollen in May to June. They grow to a height of 2-4 ft and spread 3-4 ft.   

 

Total Plants:  9   Retail Cost:  $160.50  Member Cost:  $96.70   Total Savings:  $63.80   

Additional Spring Plants available a la carte only:  

Meadow Willow* (Salix petiolaris): 1 cutting, 10” each. Willows are low maintenance, hardy and love wet 

soil, making them excellent for erosion control in wet areas. Grow to a height of 5-10 ft and can spread 10-

20 ft. Catkins are small and appear early in the spring, making them an important spring pollen source for 

native bumblebees.   

Shining Willow* (Salix lucida): 1 cutting, 10” each. Resilient plant that is hardy to the Arctic Circle!  Can 

reach heights up to 20 ft, and form a large shrub or small tree. Spring blooming plant, average to wet soil 

and can tolerate sun to shade. Attracts butterflies, important source of pollen for native bumblebees, and 

host mourning cloak, acadian hairsteaks, and admiral caterpillars.   

*Please note:  Some of these plants (in particular the willows) have strong root systems and should not be planted over 

septic tanks! If you have any questions, please contact llct@lincolnconservation.org.  



SUMMER PLANTING KIT 

Pick up on Saturday, July 11 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM at the People for Pollinators meadow. Park in the lot of 
the Smith Building at the Lincoln Public Schools, Ballfield Road, Lincoln, MA.  

 

Yellow Wild Indigo (Baptisia tinctoria): 3 plugs.  Average to dry soil and sun to part shade.  Height of 2-3 ft 

and spreads 2-3 ft.  Blooms in late June-early July and hosts the wild indigo duskywing butterfly as well as 

many native bumblebee, fly and caterpillar species.     

 

Spotted Joe-Pye Weed (Eutrochium maculatum): 3 plugs.  Height of 3-7 ft, spread of 3-4 ft.  Sun to part 

shade, average to wet soil.  Attracts butterflies, bumblebees, and songbirds.  Blooms in late summer 

(August-September).   

 

St. John’s Wort (Hypericum ascyron): 3 plugs.  Moist to wet soil, full sun to shade.  Height of 2-6 ft, 2-in 

yellow flowers.  Blooms June-August and attracts native bees.   

 

Beardtongue (Penstemon digitalis): 3 plugs.  Sun to part shade, average to dry soil. Height of 1-3 ft, spread 

of 14-18 in. Attracts bumblebees, butterflies, hummingbirds and other pollinators/wildlife.  Blooms May-

July.     

 

White Meadowsweet (Spiraea alba): 3 big plugs. All soil conditions, from wet to dry.  Sun to part shade. 

Height of 2-5 ft, spread of 2-4 ft.  Blooms from July-September.  Attracts a range of pollinators including 

bumblebees and butterflies.     

 

Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata): 3 plants, 1-gal container. Average to wet soil, sun to part shade.  

Height of 2-4 ft, spread of 1-2 ft.  Pink to purple blooms from June-September.  Attracts many pollinators, 

most famously a favorite of Monarch butterflies. Many other species are milkweed specialists as well.  

 

Tall White Aster (Doellingeria umbellate): 3 plugs. Wet soil in sun. Height of 3-7 ft, spread of 3-4 ft. Late 

summer blooms that attract bumblebees, wasps, flies, butterflies, beetles, and other insects.  

 

 

Total Plants:  21   Retail Cost:  $96.00  Member Cost:  $70.50   Total Savings:  $25.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Grasses available a la carte only:  

Tussock sedge (Carex stricta): 1-gal container. Moist to wet soil, sun. Height of 1-3 ft. Grass-like plant with 

clusters of brown seeds clinging high on stem. Provides nesting habitat for rails and snipes, is larval host to 

the Mulberry wing butterfly. 

 

Big-Blue Stem (Andropogon gerarddii): Plug. Average to dry soil, in sun.  Height of 2-5 ft, spread of 2-4 ft. 

Tall, hardy bunchgrass that yields silver seeds in late summer, and then golden fall foliage. Hosts at least 

eleven native butterflies and moths.   

 

Switch Grass (Panicium virgatum): Plug. Dry to moist soil, sun to part shade. Height of 3-6 ft. Clump-

forming grass with small reddish-purple seedheads produced from August-October. Fall color is pale 

yellow, and lasts throughout the winter. Provides cover and nesting material, seeds are eaten by song and 

game birds. Attracts birds and butterflies, and is larval host for the Delaware Skipper.  

 

 

 

Order Kits online at www.lincolnconservation.org/pollinators/plant-kits or mail a paper order form 

 

http://www.lincolnconservation.org/pollinators/plant-kits

